GRAY,
Sir R: W: us'd to say, that no Man ought to be first Minister, least he shd conceive too bad an opinion of Mankind.
Mra Eussell (by no means famd for her Wit) a Grand-daughter of Oliver Cromwell was dressing the Princess Amelia one 30th of January, when late Pr: of "W: came in to her apartment & said, this is a day that every body ought to be at Church, & especially you, MM Russell, shd be mortifying & doing penance Sr (says she) do you think it is not mortification enough for a descendant of 01. Cromwell's to be here pinning up your Sister's tail, (the same1)
If Voltaire had stay'd longer in England, he would have been hangd for forging bank notes (Mn from "Warburton)2
*******
In the IX of Bedfords gallery at "Woburn is a Portrait of that Earl of Courteney, whom Q. Mary would have married, & who was supposed to have been in Love with Q. Elizabeth. He is a pale Man with a wild look, & red hair & beard, he was long
1  i.e. Horace Walpole.
2  This is followed by an anecdote which it is quite impossible to repeat, of Voltaire's conversation at Pope's table.   The authorities for it are 'T:   from Ld Bathurst & M> from Warburton'.    It confirms the statement of  Johnson, who probably heard the same story, that Voltaire  * talked with so much  grossness  that   Mrs  Pope was driven from the room.' is fact.7
